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regarded as proper expenditure for the funeral of an
adult member of the family, as given by my informants.
These periodical expenses demand saving during
the interval. It may take the form of payment of
loans, but usually, of subscriptions to a financial aid
society, which is a local institution of saving (XV-a).
Thus we can check the estimate of ceremonial expenses
with the average annual amount of subscription per
Chia. In general, as I found, each Chia joins two
societies at the same time with a total annual sub-
scription of 40 dollars. It tends to support the relia-
bility of these estimates.

8. MINIMUM EXPENDITURE

All the quantitative assessments given in the above
sections represent only the recognized minimum re-
quirement of a proper living in the village. To secure
these estimates, I consulted a number of informants.
Differences between individual estimates were very
small, It shows a high comformity of such estimates.
The average Chia under consideration consists of four
individuals: an old woman, an adult man, an adult
woman, and a child, who are full owners of a holding
of nine mow of land.

These estimates are useful for several reasons:
(i) A single-handed field investigator finds it practically
impossible to adopt the account-book method,
especially in a village where keeping accounts is not a
habit of the people, unless he devotes his whole time
to investigating this problem. (2) These estimates
can give a certain general idea of the livelihood of the
villagers because they represent the minimum require-
ment of a normal living which cannot be very far from
the actual average. (3) The lack of striking differentia-